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could hardly squeeze through on hands and knees. Up again
they went, always endeavouring to keep to the highest ridges.
Constantly their hopes of having reached the last chain of
rocks were dashed by seeing before them, across a steep
valley to which they had painfully won their way, yet another
series of sandstone rocks with their deep-cut gorges, pre-
cipitous chasms, and knife-like ledges. At last, however, the
three resolute men did actually stand upon the westernmost
spur of the Blue Mountains, and with unspeakable satisfaction
gazed down upon a vista of grassy slopes with a great plain
beyond. They had won! The * impassable' barriers had
been crossed, and there before them lay, bathed hi sunshine,
a land of good hope, destined, surely, for prosperous farms
and the fertile pastures of great flocks. Wentworth, Lawson,
and Blaxland, the three pioneers of Australian exploration,
descended into this ' happy valley' and found a little stream
flowing in a westerly direction.

Upon returning to Sydney with their good tidings, they
received warm thanks from the new Governor, Lachlan
Macquarie, who, during his tenure of office, gave the utmost
encouragement to exploration, thereby perpetuating his
memory for ever hi Australian geography, in which .his
name is recorded by river and plain. Under his instructions,
a Government surveyor named Evans followed up the newly-
found route across the mountains, and followed the little stream
which had been discovered by the three pioneers. His party
refreshed themselves with its water and obtained food from it as
well, for a fine catch of fish rewarded their lines. From this
pleasant augury to future anglers they called the stream the
Fish Riven Then, continuing along its banks, they found that -
it flowed into another and greater river coming from the south.
This was named the Macquarie, in honour of the Governor.
It wandered through a broad and fertile .valley abounding with
emus and kangaroos, and this was also called after the
Governor by the name of the Macquarie Plains.

These admirable discoveries were immediately followed up